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         ñWe all need people to give us feedback. Thatôs how we improve.ò (Bill Gates) 

 

Ruth Melvanin 

Passed away in her 98th year on Dec. 08, 2019. 

Ruth was a lifetime member of  Port Hope and Dis-

trict Historical Society. 

Ruth will be sadly missed by her family and friends 

and our Society. 

Joseph Medicott Scriven was an Irish poet, known for his  
famous poem that he wrote for his gravely ill mother in 
1855. 

Joseph was born to a prosperous family in Banbridge, 
County Down, Ireland. He graduated Trinity College, Dub-
lin in 1842.   

In 1843 on the night before his wedding his Fianc®e 
drowned. 

He migrated to Canada in 1845 and lived in Woodstock, 
Ontario. 

Later, while living in Bewdley, Ontario he was informed about his motherôs ill-
ness and wrote her a poem called ñPray Without Ceasingò. Scriven had no in-
tentions nor dreams that his poem would become published. It was later put to 
music by Charles Crozat Converse and became known as ñWhat a Friend we 
Have In Jesusò. 

In 1857, Joseph moved to Port Hope and once again fell in love, only to lose his 
fianc®e to pneumonia in 1860. 

Joseph decided to devote his life to tutoring, preaching and helping those in 
need. 

In 1856, at the age of 66, Joseph became seriously depressed and one night 
went missing from a friendôs home. He was found the next day drowned in near-
by waters. 

Several memorials have been erected in the area in recognition of Joseph 
Scriven including: 

¶ An obelisk on his grave site in Bewdley. 

¶ A plaque on County Road 28. 

¶ A memorial plaque in Memorial Park in Port Hope. 

¶ Several streets and roads bear his name in the area. 

Joseph Medicott Scriven Sept. 10, 1819-Aug. 10, 1886 



 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to this addition of the Port Hope and District Historical Society Newslet-

ter. 

These are trying times, not only for our Society, but for the entire population of our 

great Nation. 

Covid-19 has caused the cancellation of all fundraising events, as well as the 

planned repairs at our Museum.  

Our Executive Committee members have all agreed to remain in our current posi-

tions, but we have had to cancel all meetings and events.  We have ensured that all 

annual funds and forms have been submitted to the Government and the Ontario 

Historical Society so that we remain members in good standing. 

Over the past several years, the annual yard sale, annual Monarch Butterfly release 

and a few donations have ensured that we can pay our monthly and annual expenses. 

This year has seen a major change in how we accomplish the maintenance and cover 

expenses. We will manage, and only hope that things return to normal for next sea-

son. 

Please remain safe during this pandemic.  We hope to see you all in the near future. 

 

Tim Austin,  

President 
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ñNot all storms come to disrupt your life. Some come to clear your path.ò 

(anonymous) 
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PHDHS is pleased to have 

the support of the follow-

ing business members 


